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Students taking English 10 should read and annotate 

the following work. In addition, students should 

complete the three assignments below. They are due 

the first day of class.  

• Required text: Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer  

Follow the annotation guidelines on the back of this 

handout. 

 

While reading, complete the following: 

 

1. Write a personal reflection on the final page of 

each chapter; do not write a plot summary, but 

instead present a collection of your thoughts about 

the plot, characters, writing, or ideas. What is the 

meaning, impact, or importance of the chapter?  

 

2. As you read, you should be writing questions, thoughts, connections, comments, and/or 

challenges in the margins (AT LEAST 4-5 times per chapter). Make sure these pages are easy 

to find (suggestions: putting a flagged post-it note by your comment or folding the top corner 

of that page).  

 

3. Choose one chapter that you believe has the most powerful use of language.  

• Put a post-it note at the start of that chapter. Underline and label three to five 

examples of powerful literary techniques in that chapter (like imagery, 

symbolism, metaphor, simile, personification, irony, parallelism, etc.).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

***Please see back of this page for information regarding annotation. 

            



      Annotating a Text: Make the text work for you! 

Annotating means marking up your books for  EACH of your assignments.  

Note-Taking vs. Annotation Most serious readers take notes of some kind when they are carefully 

considering a text, but many readers are too casual about their note-taking. Later they realize they 

have taken notes that are incomplete or too random, and then they laboriously start over, re-notating 

an earlier reading. Others take notes only when cramming for a test, which is often merely "better 

than nothing." Students can easily improve the depth of their reading and extend their understanding 

over long periods of time by developing a systematic form of annotating. Such a system is not 

necessarily difficult and can be completely personal and exceptionally useful.  

First, what is the difference between annotating and "taking notes"? For some people, the difference 

is nonexistent or negligible, but in this instance I am referring to a way of making notes directly onto 

a text such as a book, a handout, or another type of publication. The advantage of having one 

annotated text instead of a set of note papers plus a text should be clear enough: all the information is 

together and inseparable, with notes very close to the text for easier understanding, and with fewer 

pieces to keep organized.  

Here are some common strategies. Whatever you do, be consistent.  

• Underlining (or highlighting): major points, important or forceful statements. However, 

underlining or highlighting ONLY will not grant you any points when it comes to annotation 

checks. You must make a note in the margin stating why you are marking.  

• Vertical lines at the margin: emphasize a statement already underlined.  

• Star, asterisk, or other doo-dad at the margin: to be used sparingly, to emphasize the 10-20 

most important statements in the book. (You may want to fold the bottom corners of these pages.)  

 

• “Marginalia” – Writing in the margin, or at the top or bottom of the page, for the sake of: 

recording questions (and perhaps answers) which a passage raised in your mind; reducing a 

complicated discussion to a simple statement; recording the sequence of major points through the 

books, explaining why you highlighted something. I use the end- papers at the back of the book to 

make a personal index of the author's points in the order of their appearance.  

• Use different colored highlighters or tabs for different elements of a text. For example, you 

may want to use green for setting, orange for new characters, etc.  

• Record at the front of your text: Inside the front cover of your book, keep an orderly, legible 

list of "key information" with page references. Key information in a novel might include themes; 

passages that relate to the book's title; characters' names; salient quotes; important scenes, 

passages, and chapters; and maybe key definitions or vocabulary. Remember that key 

information will vary according to genre and the reader's purpose, so make your own good plan.  


